John Fiske

response to the inquiry as to what he thought of
them, he could only shake his head.

Shortly after, Dr. Taylor had an interview with
John himself.   John frankly stated his views in re-
gard to the inspiration of the Bible and in regard to
creation and the Divinity of Christ, with the reasons
therefor.  He also stated that to his mind the dog-
matic presentation of God was belittling and vulgar,
when compared with the conception of a Divine
Creator and Sustainer which reason, informed by
science, must postulate as the Ultimate Source of
all things. Dr. Taylor was not equipped for parish-
ional service against such views.   He could only
condemn them as rank infidelity. John then said:
" You see where I stand. Why not expel me from
the church? *' Dr. Taylor replied:'' That we cannot
do unless you commit some gross act of immoral-
ity/' " That," said John, " I pray God I may never
do," Dr. Taylor then asked: " How do you explain
your conversion?"   John replied: "You will find
that accounted for in EsquiroFs 'Des Maladies
Mentales/"

Finding that John was not to be brought back to
the church by any means at his command, Dr.
Taylor resorted to the course usually pursued in
such cases by clergymen with narrow minds. He
began to decry John in the most unjust manner.
There was hardly any epithet too opprobrious to
apply to him. He was an atheist, an infidel, a
blasphemer, a hypocrite, an immoral person, and
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